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Introduction:

Local Self-Government is the study of Panchayati Raj system. The main aim of this
paper is to make the students understand the system of local self-government in India,
the development of local self-government institutions in India before and after the
independence, changing pattern and Constitutionals status to panchayat raj and local
self-government and its functioning in the state of Himachal Pradesh. India is a
democratic country and we are having three levels of governance at National, State, and
grassroots level. Grassroots levels are governed by Panchayati Raj and Municipal
Institutions that together are referred to as the Local Self-Government. There is a need
for appraising the students about the functioning of Panchayati Raj Institutions in
general and in the State of Himachal Pradesh particularly.

Course Objectives:

1.

To make the students understand about the views of our national leader and social
reformers.

To familiarize the students with the various Committees of the Panchayati Raj
Institutions in our country.

To make the students understand the Constitutional provisions relating to local self-
government.

To introduce the students with the Himachal Pradesh Panchayati Raj Act, 1994 and
apprise them with Himachal Pradesh Cooperative Societies Act, 1968.

Learning Qutcomes:

On the successful completion of course, students will be able to:

Explain the significance of local self-government as self-governing institutions in
democratic set up.

Describe the changing pattern of Panchayati Raj.

Explain the Constitutional provision about local self-governments.

Understand how the Panchayati Raj system is working in the State of Himachal
Pradesh.
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Module - I
Local Self-Government

Concept of Local Self-Government;

Historical Background of Local Self-Government;
Theories of Decentralized Local Self-Government;
Challenges Before Local Self-Government;

Local Self-Government as an Alternative to Government System.

Module - II
Changing Pattern and Constitutional Status to Panchayat Raj

Changing Pattern of Panchayat Raj;

Himachal Pradesh Panchayati Raj Act, 1994;

Concept of Gram Nyayalaya/ Election for Local Self-Government and Election
Offence;

734 Amendment and Eleventh Schedule of the Constitution;

74t Amendment and Twelfth Schedule of the Constitution.

Module - ITI
Institutions of Local Self-Government

Historical Background of Village Administration in India;

Functions and Role of Local Self-Governments in India;

Gram Sabha and Gram Panchayat — Composition Powers and Functions in Himachal
Pradesh;

Panchayat Samiti - Composition Powers and Functions Himachal Pradesh;

Zilla Parishad - Composition Powers and Functions Himachal Pradesh.

Module - IV

Committees and Reports on Panchayat Raj / Local Self-Government
Recommendations of Ashok Mehta Committee;
The Vasantrao Naik Committee Report;
Recommendations of GVK Rao Committee;
Prem Khandu Thungan Committee Report;
Bhuria Committee Report for Panchayat Extension to Scheduled Area Act, 1986
(PESA).
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