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Brief Introduction

This paper, aims at developing deep understanding in students of fundamental aspects of Constitutional
Law, federalism and underlying principles/theories. The course focuses on governance system and
structure of the Indian constitution in a comparative setting. The topics of the syllabus are set with the
aim to develop in-depth insights into three functions/powers of the state, their basses and practice.
Constitutions often go through adaptations and transformations. Reasons and causes of changes may
originate in different fields of national and constitutional life: economy, politics etc., or in some
instances occasioned through changes occurring beyond the national territorial limits. Internally, study
of responses, to the everyday working of the constitution, from other branches of the state, including

courts, are also important.

Course objective

1. To familiarize the students with the concept of Federalism.,

2. To make the students understand about the pattern of Federalism in other Federal
Structure.

3. To familiarize the students about the dynamics and trend of federalism.

4. To make the students understand the Centre State Relation in Federal Structure.

5. To make the students understand the functioning of federal structure during the
emergency.

Learning outcomes of Subject
After studying this paper, the students will be able to:

1. Know about the federal structure and how does this system work?

2. Know how the federal system function during the emergency.

3. Describe the principal of interpretation of the Constitution in federal
structure.

4. Explain the Centre and State Relation in Federal Structure.

5. To know about the basic principles of Constitutionalism, different model of

federalism and its interplay in the Indian legal system;



Module -1
Introduction to Federalism
1.1 Introduction to Federalism: Meaning and Concept;
1.2 Theories of Federalism,; .
1.3 Federalism in India and Characteristics of Indian Federalism;
1.4 Sources of Indian Federalism ;

1.5 Comparative and Cooperative Federalism.

Module- I1
Federalism under Indian Constitution

2.1 Democracy and Federalism;

2.2 Challenges of Indian Federalism ;

2.3 State Autonomy and Centre Dominance ;
2.4 Administrative Relations ;

2.5 Financial Relations.

Module-I11
Federalism and Centre-State Relation

3.1 Doctrine of Territorial Nexus;

3.2 Scheme for Distribution of Legislative Powers ;

3.3 Commissions and Committees on Centre-State Relation;

3.4 Constitutional Doctrines on Interpreting Centre-State Disputes ;

3.5 Repugnancy and Residuary Power and its impact on Federalism .

Module- IV
Federalism under Constitutional Dynamism

4.1 Role of Judiciary in Safeguarding Federal Features of Indian Constitution;
4.2 Local Governance and Federal Character;

4.3 Trade-Commerce Relation with Federalism ;

4.4 Emergency Provisions and Federal Character of Constitution;

4.5 Amendment Power and Federalism.
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