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Introduction:

This course, as part of the specialization in ‘Constitutional Law and Administrative
Law’, aims at developing deep understanding in students of fundamental aspects of
Constitutional Law, federalism, and underlying principles/theories. The course focuses
on governance system and structure of the Indian Constitution in a comparative setting.
The topics of the syllabus are set with the aim to develop in-depth insights into three
functions/powers of the state, their basses and practice. Constitutions often go through
adaptations and transformations. Reasons and causes of changes may originate in
different fields of national and constitutional life: economy, politics etc., or in some
instances occasioned through changes occurring beyond the national territorial limits.
Internally, study of responses, to the everyday working of the constitution, from other

branches of the state, including courts, are also important.

Course Objectives:

1.

To know the necessity of federal provisions in India and learn how they are adopted
into Indian constitution.

To know how they are in other federal constitution and how they are working Indian
and observe judicial decisions etc.

To understand the concept of federalism and undertake a study of legislative and
executive working of centre-state relationship in smooth functioning of federal
constitution.

To analyze emerging trends in financial relationship between centre and states and to

understand the importance of third tier government in governance.
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On the successful completion of course, students will be able to:
Understand the nature and scope of federalism; explain why India adopted a federal
form of government’s recognize the federal features of the Indian Constitution; recall
the unitary features of the Indian federation;
Justify the reason for a strong center; list the process of the central government and
those of the governments of the states; analyses that India is federal in character and
unitary in spirit;
Recognize the legislative, administrative (executive) and the financial relations
between the centre and the units; examine how the central government has an edge over
the State governments;
Recognize demand for autonomy by various state governments; assess the
recommendation of the Sarkaria Commission and the need for co-operation between
the Centre and the States.
Module - I

The Concept of Federalism: Indian Perspective
Meaning and Idea of Constitution, Constitutional Law and Constitutionalism;
Conditions requisite for federalism;
Patterns of Federal government - U.S.A., Australia, Canada, India;
India - Central Control v. State Autonomys;

Dynamics and Trends of federalism in India.

Module - 11
The Executive (Governments)
The Form of Government in Indian Constitution;
Nature and extent of executive powers of Union and States;
Parliament v. Presidential form of Government;
Parliament: Structural and Functional Dimensions;

Comparative study, nature, extent and scope of federalism.

Module - III
Legislative Relations and Doctrines to Interpret Constitutional Provisions
Territorial Nexus/ jurisdiction;
Distribution of legislative power;
Comparative study of distributions of power in other ‘Federations, Canada, USA,
Australia;
Principles of Interpretations/ Delegated Legislation-permissible limits of delegation;

Parliamentary Legislation in the State field.
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Module - IV

Emergency Provisions with Special Reference to Article 356

Responsible government in States;
Role of Governor;

Failure of Constitutional Machinery;
Judicial interpretation of Article 356;

Constitutional democracy.
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